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EDUCATION PACK INTRODUCTION
1.1 PURPOSE

This Education Pack seeks input from Teachers to 
understand what the Brockwell Hall Project could 
offer to local schools. 

Your feedback will support our funding bid and 
help to achieve the delivery a programme of highly 
credible workshops and education resources for 
greater community use.

This Education Pack identifies three potential 
workshops for primary school children (EYSF, KS1, 
Ks2), which explore the heritage of Brockwell Hall 
and Park. 

Please review this document and use the 
supporting online survey to tell us which of the 
workshops you would most like to see on offer.

The winning workshop will be developed and 
in June, participating schools will receive the 
physical and digital materials to carry out a lesson 
appropriate to the national COVID-19 situation

Online Survey Deadline: Friday 15th May

https://brockwellhallrestoration.org/schools-consultation

Left: School Children 
participating in the 
‘Investigating Patterns’ 
Workshop at the William 
Morris Gallery. A project by 
GuM Studio.
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EDUCATION PACK INTRODUCTION
1.2 BROCKWELL HALL PROJECT BACKGROUND

Brockwell Hall is the centrepiece of this former 
parkland estate, however, it remains largely under-
used, undiscovered and unappreciated despite 
125 years of public access and enjoyment of the 
Park. Originally the country home of John Blades, 
a city glass merchant, Brockwell Hall was acquired 
together with 78 acres of land by the County 
Council in March 1891 to form Brockwell Park.

This important Grade II* and II listed manor house, 
its coach house and stables, are in poor condition, 
largely off-limits to the public, and used as a 
cafe, offices and park maintenance depot. The 
restoration and re-use of Brockwell Hall is needed 
to conserve its fabric, share its history, celebrate 
its architecture, secure its future, and root it in the 
local community. 

This project will transform Brockwell Hall, into a 
venue for exhibitions, community meetings and 
events, school visits, food and drink, weddings and 
corporate bookings.

Far Left: Shire Horses on 
Display at Lambeth Country 
Show in Brockwell Park, 
2005. Image collected from 
Lambeth Archives.
Left: Brockwell Hall in the 
centre of Brockwell Park.

Left: Engraving of Brockwell 
Hall 1811-1813, image 
collected from Lambeth 
Archives.
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Brockwell Hall will be restored and re-open in 2023 
with a range of spaces available for school visits: 
•	 one large events space for assemblies, 

performance and physical activities.
•	 two first floor practical activity rooms for 20 

children
•	 a series of ground floor gallery spaces
•	 a Landscaped Pleasure Ground. 

Access throughout will be step-free and each 
area could host a number of different workshops. 
Using a combination of spaces, simultaneously 
or throughout the day will help us to respond to 
particular requirements.

In addition, the project will provide a new cafe and 
public toilets.

The Education offer at Brockwell Hall will 
complement the existing from Brockwell 
Community Greenhouses.

EDUCATION PACK INTRODUCTION
1.3 BROCKWELL HALL EDUCATION FACILITIES

Proposed Ground Floor Plan
Key: 

 Large Events Space

 Gallery Spaces
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EDUCATION PACK INTRODUCTION
1.4 EDUCATION FACILITIES LINK

Brockwell Hall and Brockwell Park Community 
Greenhouses are a short walk from each other. 
There is potential for Educational Activities along the way.
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WORKSHOP 1
2.1 RHYTHMS OF WINDRUSH

Interpretation Themes: Oral histories ‘Living 
Memories’ from local residents and famous people.
The development of the public park, music and 
leisure.

National Curriculum Links: History
•	 Significant historical events in your locality
National Curriculum Links: Music 
•	 Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music 

across a range of historical periods,
•	 genres, styles and traditions, including the 

works of the great composers and musicians
•	 develop an understanding of the history of 

music
•	 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create 

and compose music on their own and with 
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument

•	 speaking chants and rhymes

Pupils will be provided with a brief history of the 
Windrush and music in Brockwell Park. 

We will work in partnership with local musicians 
who will lead workshops on music from their roots. 
Pupils will have the chance to play traditional 
instruments originating from Africa, the Caribbean 
and Latin America. Pupils are also invited to bring 
instruments from home to demonstrate to the 
class. 

The workshop will cumulate with the performance 
of a single piece of music influenced by the 
different sounds and rhythms.  

In Isolation: Pupils are provided with worksheets 
to build their own instruments and provided with 
online videos to master rhythms of the Windrush. 

Left: BBC Bitesize Ska 
Rhythm video

Extract from BBC Bitesize 
conversation with 
Trinidad-born poet, novelist, 
musician and academic 
Anthony Joseph, about how 
the Windrush changed 
British Arts and Culture.

Far Left: Lambeth Country 
Show dancers, 1996, 
Brockwell Park.
Left: Traditional Kora 
instrument from Gambia
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WORKSHOP 1 EXTENSION
2.1 RHYTHMS OF WINDRUSH - PROTEST

Extension: Protest Chanting
Pupils are provided with archive information 
documenting various local protests that have taken 
place. People who were involved in the events are 
invited to participate and share their recollections. 

Using whistles, drums and horns, Pupils are asked 
to develop musical chants to accompany archive 
images.  

Left: Archive Images, 
expressions of protest. 
Collected from Lambeth 
Archives
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Interpretation Themes: Local war history, including 
Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories

National Curriculum Links: Science - Biology (KS4)
•	 reducing and preventing the spread of 

infectious diseases in animals.
•	 Health, disease and the process of discovery 

and development of new medicines

Workshop: 
Pupils are given an introduction to the Wellcome 
Physiological Research Laboratories, which were 
based in Brockwell Park from 1898 until 1921 and 
their work raising antigens to treat diphtheria and 
Tetanus using horses. 

The workshop would explain the principals of 
antigens and vaccinations through material 
including a handling collection of replica 
equipment, archive photographs of Laboratory staff 
and architectural drawings of the Laboratories as 
well as teaching material from the Wellcome Trust. 
Local medical practitioners could be invited as 
guest speakers to explain how these vaccines are 
used today. 

Extension: 

Interpretation Themes: John Blades, his horses, 
stables and Pleasure Ground.
The natural heritage of the park; trees, old hedge-
lines, working and wild animals.

Workshop: Pupils are asked to populate a map 
of Brockwell Park with the different types of 
horse that have been present in the landscape in 
various capacities e.g. working horses, Wellcome 
Laboratory Horses, stage coach horses, performing 
horses. 

WORKSHOP 2
2.2 WE’VE FOUND A VACCINE 

Above: Illustration of 
medical equipment used 
at the Wellcome Research 
Laboratories in Brockwell 
Park. Image collected from 
Lambeth Archives

Above: Wellcome 
Laboratories Staff, Brockwell 
Park.

Above: ‘Big Picture’ 
Education Resource in 
collaboration with the 
Wellcome Trust
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Interpretation Themes: John Blades and Papworth, 
their art and clients.

National Curriculum Links: History (KS3)
•	 Ideas, political power, industry and empire: 

Britain, 1745-1901
National Curriculum Links: Design Technology (KS3)
•	 use research and exploration, such as the 

study of different cultures, to identify and 
understand user needs

•	 understand developments in design and 
technology, its impact on individuals, society 
and the environment, and the responsibilities 
of designers

•	 understand the properties of materials and 
the performance of structural elements to 
achieve functioning solutions

Workshop: 
Pupils explore how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world (c1830) through the 
eyes of John Blades, glass manufacturer for King 
George III/IV. Blades also manufactured diplomatic 
gifts for the eastern market, established an office 
in Calcutta and exported products to the Shah of 
Persia. 

Pupils are provided with materials to explore 
Persian and Indian culture during the 1800s and 
the lifestyle of George III/IV They are then asked to 
build a business by making decisions in response 
to multiple choice questions on a simple online 
platform. For instance;
•	 which products would you choose to make in 

your Calcutta workshop?
•	 which product would you present to the Shah 

of Persia
Each decision is associated with a positive or 
negative sum of money. The challenge is to make as 
much money as possible.

WORKSHOP 3
2.3 ROYAL GLASS INTERNATIONAL

Far Left: Blades (one of) 
Pair of Lustres, 1830. Royal 
Collection of Trustees, Black 
Museum Frogmore House.
Left: Blades Glass 
Showroom in Ludgate 
Hill, 1823.

Left: Still from Morris and 
Co. digital interactive game  
developed by GuM and 
Elbow Productions for the 
William Morris Gallery.
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APPENDIX 1
BROCKWELL PARK COMMUNITY GREENHOUSES
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Brockwell Park Community Greenhouses have 
received Planning Permission for ‘The Barn’; an 
extension to the existing Upper Greenhouse to 
provide the following:
•	 one classroom for 30 children
•	 a Teaching Kitchen
•	 a renovated Upper Greenhouse
•	 a Learning Yard 
•	 new toilets
•	 a lobby/cloakroom sized to accommodate a 

school group

In addition to extensive existing facilities, which 
include:
•	 Apiary
•	 Vegetable Growing Beds
•	 Wildlife Area and Pond
•	 Lower Greenhouse
•	 Herb Garden

Refer to Planning Application for further details. 

APPENDIX 1
COMMUNITY GREENHOUSES EDUCATION FACILITIES

20 /54Feilden Fowles Architects

2.0 DESIGN STATEMENT

2.5 DESIGN PROPOSAL

There has been little development on the proposed 
internal layout since the pre-application submission. The 
proposed layout is shown adjacent. 

Minor developments are as follows;

• Inclusion of equipment specifications in response to 
Consultants’ and Client input.

• Coordination with structural grid in response to 
Consultants’ input .

• Inclusion of ramp and tree screening in response to 
pre-planning feedback.

• Inclusion of low planter to east and west of 
Greenhouse and new opening to west in response to 
Client requests (layout by others).

• Inclusion of window in western elevation to allow a 
view from the Teaching Kitchen and to aesthetically 
break down the western elevation.

Left: Brockwell Park 
Community Greenhouses 
proposed plan, by Feilden 
Fowles Architects.

Learning Yard
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APPENDIX 1
CURRENT SECONDARY SCHOOL OFFER AT COMMUNITY GREENHOUSES

Current Offer at Brockwell Park Community 
Greenhouses

Brockwell Greenhouses provide an excellent 
location for secondary pupils to explore a wide 
variety of outdoor learning opportunities:

Science
•	 Hands-on opportunities to study plants, 

invertebrates and the complex inter-
relationsips between these two groups of 
organisms. 

•	 Plants for Food: bio-accumulation through the 
foodchain.

Art
•	 Botanical drawing
•	 Sculpture using natural or reclaimed materials
•	 Photography projects through the seasons. 
•	 The Greenhouses and surrounding gardens are 

also an inspiring place for filming and drama 
projects. 

•	 Dedicated dye garden growing a range of fibre 
and dye plants, which will be of interest to 
pupils studying A Level Textiles.

Geography
•	 Insight into mapping techniques, vegetation 

surveys 
•	 Topics of contemporary relevance such as 

climate change and food miles.

Design and Technology
•	 Range of practical workshops structured 

around food growing activities.


